
Meet Our Instructors  

  

Jo Baughman - comes from a family of artists who encouraged her to develop her creative 

interests.  Although she minored in art during her college years she feels she learned more 

from studying art from a diverse group of instructors throughout the United States.  

Eventually, watercolor and water media has evolved as her media of choice.  She has been 

teaching art for the Pasco Arts Center for 17 years.  Her work can be found in both private 

and corporate collections throughout the United States and is for sale at several galleries in 

in the Tampa area.   

 

 Mary Hensel - comes from RI and has a BFA in Studio Art and a minor in Journalism. 

She attended USF and St Leo to pursue Art Education after moving to FL in 1989. She has 

18 years’ experience as an Art Teacher in both Pasco and Collier Counties.  She currently 

teaches Art at Connerton Elementary School in Land O’Lakes.  Her media of choice are 

oil painting, pastel and clay hand-building.  Mary currently teaches several Children’s 

Summer Workshops at The Von Liebig Museum in Naples, FL. She is eager to bring 

PFAC Children’s Art Classes to Central Pasco!   

 

Leonard Lewis - Leonard was born in Columbia, Missouri and has traveled the world 

extensively both through his work and for his pleasure.  He has been a resident of Hudson, 

FL since 2001.  His art has been show-cased in the Tampa Bay Times, the Suncoast News 

and the Tampa Bay Morning TV Show.  He has received awards and recognition for his 

paintings, including first and second place at the Pasco County Fair, Artist of the Month and 

first place in a Tarpon Springs Art Association show, and is a two-time winner of the People’s 

Choice Award of Pasco Fine Arts Council’s Art Annual in years past.  His work can be found 

in many private collections through the U.S. and Richey Hospice Center for children. Check 

our Leonard on Facebook!  Https://www.facebook.com/leonard.lewis.545. Leonard teaches 

Acrylics at the Pasco Fine Arts Center.  He specializes in Florida landscapes and uses 

iridescent acrylics blended with liquid acrylics.  He is not particular about the what he paints 

on; it could be canvas, wood, Masonite, or, he has even been known to paint on PVC and 

palm leaves.  His work is exquisite and captures the beautiful and colorful “lights” found only 

in Florida.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/leonard.lewis.545
https://www.facebook.com/leonard.lewis.545


 

Suzanne Natzke – Suzanne is originally from Michigan but has lived in Florida since 1985. 

She began painting in watercolor in 2001 and has studied under several local and nationally 

renowned artists. Her work can be seen in many art exhibitions, online shows and public 

venues. She holds the coveted distinction of being a Signature Member of the Florida 

Watercolor Society, and is a longtime member of several local art associations. Suzanne 

teaches watercolor, transparent acrylic, and colored pencil classes at the Pasco Arts 

Council.  She also offers workshops on a variety of water media techniques.   

 

Lisa Phillips Owens – Lisa is a second generation artist practiced in several mediums, but 

her medium of choice is oil painting. While she considers herself a contemporary artist, 

she has focused much of her studies on the works and methods of the old European 

masters which brings added dimension to her abilities and style of painting as well as to her 

teaching. Her goal as a teacher is to pass on the fundamentals to her students with an 

emphasis on them developing their own personal style.   

 

 Crista Stanelun - Christa was born and raised in Germany and moved to the U.S. as a 

young adult.  She attended the University of Rhode Island, majoring in art history.  

Through contact with other students, she got her hands into clay and found that she loved 

it.  Eventually she and her family moved to Holiday, Florida, where she quickly found 

other clay-enthusiasts.  The earth, growing things and being creative has always been her 

pleasure.  Clay fit well into her life and has become an important part of it for more than 

30 years.  Christa now teaches pottery at the Pasco Fine Arts Center.  She loves teaching, 

passing on the skills she has acquired over so many years.  She is talented and a skilled 

crafter, teaching all student levels from children to adults, showing them how to hand build 

with clay, coil, pinch and throw a pot on the wheel.   

 

Hazel Tertsakian – Hazel has a long list of credentials among which includes numerous 

exhibitions and awards both in England and in the United States.  She is a freelance artist 

that works in all media including, oils, acrylics, watercolor, pastels, miniatures, murals, and 

porcelain dolls.  She has taught all Medias for many years and is a wonderful asset to our 

teaching staff.   



 

Lionel Sanchez – Lionel is originally from Colorado and his keen interest in art appeared 

at an early age but he did not study until after service in the US Navy. Formal studies were 

at Auraria Community College in Denver. Lionel’s mastery of drawing is evident in his 

frequent choices of architectural subjects, both urban and rural. His work has shown in the 

Vail Valley Invitation Northern Colorado Invitational, Pikes Peak Invitational and  

Glenwood Springs, winning numerous awards along the way including the People’s Choice 

at the Littleton Depot Art Gallery.   

Since moving to Florida, he has been awarded “Best in Show” at the Miniature Show in  

Homestead, FL., “Best of Show” at the West Pasco Build, 2015 and “Best of Show” at the 

Bay Area Show of 2016. His works hang in numerous corporate, business and private 

collections in Denver, in other countries and throughout the Southwest, a region for which 

he feels a special affinity, the region that fostered his artistic talent.   

Lionel has signature status in the Colorado Watercolor Society, Miami Watercolor Society 

and Gold Coast Watercolor Society.  

 

Denise Philbrook  was born in San Diego, California.  Art was an important part of her life 

growing up.  She lived in many different cities around the U.S. and in Spain, before settling 

in Florida.  She earned her Bachelors” of Fine Arts degree from Barry University in 

Miami.  She moved to the Tampa area in the 80’s and currently resides with her husband 

and two children in Holiday, Florida.  She has a studio at home where she happily works as 

a potter and artist. 

  


